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Paraclete 

 

Recently in a devotional time with the chaplains, the word paraclete was talked about. This is such a 

beautiful and powerful word; the definition being to advocate, to counsel, to come alongside. It struck 

me that this is what our chaplains with County-Wide do on all of their calls. They show up, they 

comfort, they listen, they serve, they advocate. I have had some personal experience with this many 

years ago when we lost a child. I did not think we needed a chaplain as we were already “church” 

people. How wrong I was! I would learn through this process how much we needed a chaplain; to 

walk us through the events of the morning, to let us cry, to help us know what was going to happen 

next and just to “be” there with us. It was a blessing beyond measure.  

 

Now I know our chaplains would not want me to put out a letter praising them and calling attention to 

their service and sacrifice. That is because they are humble and quiet and caring... However, I call 

attention to them in order to call all of us to attention; this is a call we can all fulfill in our own God 

given ways. We can be listeners in so many ways; to our children, to our elders, to those around us. 

We can come along side… any of us, be it to help with a heavy project, or a meal, or dedicated 

prayer. The Bible tells us that our trials are not wasted, that we can comfort others with the comfort we 

have been given. The list is endless! We can all be paracletes in our own circle. What an opportunity 

when we look at it this way! 

 

So in closing, I want to recognize our dedicated and caring chaplains and encourage you to 

remember them in prayer. This is not an easy calling and they are beyond amazing. However, I also 

want to encourage each of us to prayerfully consider how we can live out that word, paraclete, in our 

own personal daily lives. We serve an awesome God and we are all in this together! 

 

Colossians 3:12-14 from The Message 

“So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God picked out for you; 

compassion, kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline. Be even-tempered, content with second 

place, quick to forgive an offense. Forgive as quickly and completely as the Master forgave you. And 

regardless of what else you put on, wear love. It’s your basic, all-purpose garment. Never be without 

it.”  

 

Jan Richards 
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You can give online or by mail. 
Your donations can be given by mail using the enclosed envelope, or online. To give online and/or set 

up recurring billing there is a link to give on the donations page of our website: www.911chaplain.org. 
Or you can go straight to it with the following web address: 

https://911chaplain.churchcenteronline.com/. 

 

 

 

 

If you shop on Amazon.com, they will donate a portion of your purchase to County-Wide Chaplaincy if 

you designate us as your preferred non-profit.  It doesn’t cost you anything extra and you send some 

support our way.  We have a posted a link to the smile.amazon.com portal on the donations page of 

our website and as long as you order through that initial page it will send us some proceeds.  Or you 

can type that link in and designate us as your preferred charity.  Thank you, and thank you 

Amazon.com!!   
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