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The Greatest Love Story Ever Told
As we move forward and work to recover from all the challenges brought on by the pandemic and all
the changes in the world, I find an ever increasing need to look for ways to have joy and hope in my life.
And yet we all probably know someone who has suffered an illness or loss of a loved one recently. So for
many people it is not easy to find joy and hope in the midst of a storm that is raging in their life.
As a Chaplain serving with County-Wide Chaplaincy, I often have the privilege of coming alongside
someone who is hurting. I have been so thankful to see the level of care and compassion from the First
Responders in our county. 911 Dispatch operators, Fire and Medical personnel, Law Enforcement
Officers, Medical Examiners, TIP volunteers, and fellow Chaplains respond, coming to the aid of hurting
people. We know we can’t change what has happened in someone’s life, but we can show them that we
care and want to help.
I think most of us would agree that there is nothing more valuable than life, and no greater sadness than
losing a loved one. And no matter how hard we try, we can’t keep anyone alive forever on this earth. So
what if there is more than just life on this earth; what if the Bible is true and that this world is not our
home, and we are just passing through.
For myself, I have chosen to believe in the Word of God found in the Bible. As a Christian and a
Chaplain, I believe it’s a personal choice to be a believer in God and his Word. And for myself, I have
found great hope and encouragement in putting my trust in God.
Throughout the Bible God demonstrates his love for us and the hope that we can have when we pass
from this world into eternity. In John 14:1-3 Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in
God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you
that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back
and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.” NIV
And in John 3:16 the Scripture says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” NIV
In John 15:9-13 Jesus said, “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If
you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and
remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy be complete. My
command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command.” NIV
Throughout the Bible we are encouraged to serve and love each other, and I think the Bible is summed
up by loving God and loving each other.
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It’s my prayer for our Community and our Nation that we all will look for ways to help someone have a
better day and a better life. May the peace of God that surpasses all understanding guard your hearts
and minds in Christ Jesus.
Chaplain Al Wanke

We appreciate your prayers which are highly valued. If you would like to give financially you can use the
enclosed envelope or give online at: https://911chaplain.churchcenteronline.com/. We are non-profit
501(c)(3) ministry. - The Chaplain Team

If you shop on Amazon.com they will donate a portion of your purchase to County-Wide Chaplaincy if
you designate us as your preferred non-profit. It doesn’t cost you anything extra and you send some
support our way. We have posted a link to the smile.amazon.com portal on the donations page of our
website and as long as you order through that initial page it will send us some proceeds. Or you can
type that link in and designate us as your preferred charity.
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