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Ring the Bells of Heaven 

 

My husband recently came across this quote from Charles Spurgeon: “Prayer pulls the rope down 

below and the great bell rings above in the ears of God. Some scarcely stir the bell, for they pray so 

languidly; others give only an occasional jerk at the rope. But he who communicates with heaven is 

the man who grasps the rope boldly and pulls continuously with all his might.” 

 

This quote really spoke to me, as prayer has definitely been an ongoing journey for me. In many ways 

it is such a mystery and I seek to find the balance in it all. I have a strong resistance to the “grocery 

list” prayer, yet I truly want to be faithful to pray for those things I have told others I would lift up. I want 

to be “praying at all times”, but I don’t really want to just send quick little arrow prayers throughout the 

day without really paying attention. Not that these are in any way wrong, but I just ponder the deeper 

prayer connection and how that all works. Ann Voskamp refers to this as “the other side of prayer, 

where Daniel, man of prayer, lived.” 

 

We were recently gifted an amazing hot tub. I actually thought that I would really enjoy it for the 

warmth and massage and relaxation it would provide. And don’t get me wrong, it is definitely all of 

those things. But in light of that Spurgeon quote, I have come to enjoy that hot tub in a new and 

unexpected way. First I noticed that just by being in the water and “being”, I had a new and profound 

appreciation for all of God’s goodness that surrounds me; for the sun and the rain and the birds and 

the scenery and the wind and the sky and His goodness and His goodness and His goodness!! 

 

As I turned my attention toward praise and thanks to Him, I thought of the word picture of ringing the 

bells of heaven. And as I saw that picture in my mind, I just continued to pour out my concerns and 

requests and questions to Him. It was and continues to be a beautiful place of peace and solitude and 

connection with my Maker. What an incredible blessing! As I was closing my time in the water this 

morning, an old praise song came to my mind which ends with, “without a doubt we’ll know that we 

have been revived when we shall leave this place!” That line now took on a new personal meaning for 

me as I prepared to face my day.  

 

To those of you who have mastered this prayer connection, I encourage you to really, really embrace 

it. For those of you who like me are on the journey of struggle, I encourage you to find your “water”, be 

it a special chair, a quiet corner or a walk in the woods. Give it a try, as you simply give in to the 

presence of the Lord and all He has for you, as He listens and guides and loves on you as only our 

Heavenly Father can. And….keep ringing those bells…. 

 

Jan Richards 
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You can give online or by mail. 
Your donations can be given by mail using the enclosed envelope, or online. To give online and/or set 

up recurring billing there is a link to give on the donations page of our website: www.911chaplain.org. 
Or you can go straight to it with the following web address: 

https://911chaplain.churchcenteronline.com/. 

 

 

 

 

If you shop on Amazon.com, they will donate a portion of your purchase to County-Wide Chaplaincy if 

you designate us as your preferred non-profit.  It doesn’t cost you anything extra and you send some 

support our way.  We have a posted a link to the smile.amazon.com portal on the donations page of 

our website and as long as you order through that initial page it will send us some proceeds.  Or you 

can type that link in and designate us as your preferred charity.  Thank you, and thank you 

Amazon.com!!   
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