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Ashes and Beauty 
 
Recently, on a rare sunny day in the NW, I walked with my daughter to our neighborhood park. 
We live in an old neighborhood and our park used to be a wooded area, so it is a very quiet and 
peaceful place where folks walk their dogs and a few local kids play. We love our park. It used 
to be my parents old stomping ground when it was still woods and they were kids. It’s the first 
place my daughter discovered the joy of swinging and tried to climb a rock. It’s a place that 
holds many beautiful memories and continues to create new ones. 
 
We’ve spent countless hours enjoying it and know it well, but on this day, something was 
different. Two things had changed- both of which I discovered the moment we walked in. Two 
changes that struck me in how they contradicted each other, yet were existing side by side. One 
change distressed me greatly, while the other brought me joy and made me smile. 
Yet both merited my attention and I found myself inadvertently pointing out both to my daughter. 
 
“Oh no, Wrennie! Someone sprayed graffiti in our park!” 
 
“Wow, Wrennie, look! Someone put pretty Christmas ornaments up on all the trees in our park!” 
 
And in that moment, I realized how those two statements I made to my 2 year old somehow 
encapsulated what I have learned about life… that it isn’t one or the other… that it is both. 
 
That the beauty in life exists alongside the ugly. 
 
That the joy comes attached to the pain. 
 
That hope springs forth from the ashes. 
 
These past years have held a lot of ashes, a lot of pain, a lot of ugly. But they have also held the 
beauty, the joy, the hope. 
 
Our Chaplains see this every day as they work in our 
community. They get called out to witness the ugly, to 
comfort those in pain, to help folks hold onto the hope when 
all they see are the ashes. They work to restore the beauty 
in ugly situations. 
 
One of the ways they do this that I think most folks are 
unaware of, is that they will prepare a deceased person to 
be seen by their loved ones so they can say goodbye. 
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Death is often ugly, and not something most of us want to see. Our chaplains work to recreate 
the beauty of life even after that life has gone so that those who love them can remember that 
beauty. 
 
My dad has been a chaplain for nearly 20 years now, and I have heard countless stories from 
folks telling me how much it meant to them to have him with them after their loved one was 
gone. How he not only offered them comfort, but helped to make their loved one presentable so 
their family could say goodbye and how valuable that was to them. 
 
Our chaplains see the full spectrum of the human experience. And they don’t shy away from the 
pain, but reach for the joy in the midst of it. They seek to find the beauty in the ugly. They sift 
through the ashes to find the hope. 
 
As we all enter 2022, let us do the same. When we walk to our neighborhood park and see 
beauty and ugly coexisting, let’s remember that is life in its fullness. When we experience the 
pain, let’s remind ourselves that there will be joy too. When all we see in front of us is ashes, 
let’s dig for the hope. 
 
Happy New Year, 
Brigida Diggs 
 
 
 
 

We appreciate your prayers which are highly valued.  If you would like to give financially you can use the 
enclosed envelope or give online at: https://911chaplain.churchcenteronline.com/.  We are non-profit 

501(c)(3) ministry. -  The Chaplain Team 

 

 

 

If you shop on Amazon.com they will donate a portion of your purchase to County-Wide Chaplaincy if 

you designate us as your preferred non-profit.  It doesn’t cost you anything extra and you send some 

support our way.  We have posted a link to the smile.amazon.com portal on the donations page of our 

website and as long as you order through that initial page it will send us some proceeds.  Or you can 

type that link in and designate us as your preferred charity.  
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