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Existence     
An online definition of existentialism: 
“Existentialism is the philosophical belief we are each responsible for creating purpose or 
meaning in our own lives. Our individual purpose and meaning is not given to us by Gods, 
governments, teachers or other authorities.”     
 
Soren Kierkegaard (1813–1855) is viewed as the father of existentialism.  He emphasized 
human individual existence.  Religious belief was a “leap of faith.”  
 
Existentialist Jean Paul Sartre (1905–1980) said, “existence comes before essence.”  This 
implies that there is no pre-defined essence to humanity.  Sartre further adds, “…Man must 
create for himself his own essence.”    Each person must define himself.   
 
Friedrich Nietzsche (1844–1900) said that each human being must develop his own identity 
without relying on anything transcendent–such as God or a soul.  He rejected Christian ethics 
and claimed that “God is dead.”   Based on his beliefs, Nietzsche came to the conclusion that 
there is no meaning in life, nihilism.  He could find nothing better than “will to power” as a 
purpose, something that every ruthless empire builder embraces.  In 1889 Nietzsche suffered a 
collapse and then loss of his mental faculties, dying in 1900. 
 
The philosophy of existentialism goes nowhere and death lies at the end.  Yet there are many 
people in America today who are trying to invent themselves, trying to figure out their identity, 
without consulting their Creator.  Many are coming to irrational, erroneous, and destructive 
conclusions about who they are.   
 
God our Creator is the only reasonable one to ask when searching for identity and purpose in 
life.  He designed each one of us, creating us in His own image, equipping us with all the 
necessary gifts to fulfill the purpose He has for each one. 
 
NAU Genesis 1:27   “And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them.” 

➢ God created us and He made us in His own likeness, His own image.  On a very limited scale, we resemble 

God who is just and righteous and loving and merciful and inventive and capable of abstract thought and 

communication with other beings.   

➢ Bearing His image means each person has great intrinsic value, no matter what their condition. 
NAU Psalm 139:13-14   “For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother's womb.   I 
will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made…” 

➢ God forms each preborn baby in his or her mother’s womb. 

➢ When God made us, He gave each one DNA.  An estimated 37 trillion human cells serve together in a 

single human body.  Each cell carries DNA with a unique set of 3 billion base pairs of genetic instructions 
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within 23 pairs of chromosomes, including XX for female, XY for male.  No one can change their DNA 

instructions.     
NAU Psalm 95:6-7   “Come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD our 
Maker.  for He is our God…”  

➢ It is only right and proper that we worship God our Maker.  He made us to live in harmony with Himself.  

He is God. 

➢ It is only logical that we live according to His directives. 
NAU Psalm 100:3   “Know that the LORD Himself is God; it is He who has made us, and not we 
ourselves...” 

➢ People often make the mistake of thinking they make themselves, invent themselves, resisting the truth 

that God created them and gave them all that they are, and all they have.   
NAU Romans 5:8   “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.” 
ALW John 3:36 "He who trusts in the Son has eternal life; but he who rejects the Son will not see 
life, but the wrath of God abides on him." 

➢ In order to have eternal life, we must call out to God, accepting His offer of forgiveness and trusting in 
Christ Jesus as Lord and Savior.   

➢ For the person who believes in Christ, there is an added identity:  “I am not only created in God’s image, 
now I am a child of God, a disciple of Christ.  He lives in me and through me.” 

NAU Ephesians 2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” 

➢ He designed each one of us specifically for a set of good works that we would live out during our stay on 
earth.   

 

As chaplains, we believe that serving with County-Wide Chaplaincy is God’s will for our lives at 
this time.  He equipped us with this ministry in mind.  We are not all the same, but have different 
strengths and weaknesses.  After participating in this service for 10 years, it never ceases to 
amaze me how He sends each one of us on calls that seem fit our abilities as designed by Him.  
Yet, on each chaplain call, I cry out to Him for wisdom and mercy, knowing that I cannot do well 
without His grace and presence. 
 
NAU 1 Chronicles 28:9 "As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve 
Him with a whole heart and a willing mind; for the LORD searches all hearts, and understands 
every intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will let you find Him...”  (King David to his son) 
 
Chaplain Al Walter  
 

We appreciate your prayers which are highly valued.  If you would like to give financially you can use the 
enclosed envelope or give online at: https://911chaplain.churchcenteronline.com/.  We are non-profit 

501(c)(3) ministry. -  The Chaplain Team 

 

If you shop on Amazon.com they will donate a portion of your purchase to County-Wide Chaplaincy if 

you designate us as your preferred non-profit.  It doesn’t cost you anything extra and you send some 

support our way.  We have posted a link to the smile.amazon.com portal on the donations page of our 

website and as long as you order through that initial page it will send us some proceeds.  Or you can 

type that link in and designate us as your preferred charity.  
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