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The Love Month 

 

February is often referred to as the love month, with Valentine's day coming on February 14th, 
and stores setting up for Valentine’s day right after Christmas. 
 

But it can also be another tough day for those that have recently lost a loved one. So it could be 
a time to remember those we love and those we have lost. And it’s always a good time to try to 
make a little difference in someone’s life. 
 

As Chaplains we work together with First Responders and Trauma Intervention Program 
volunteers. These people are trained to respond to traumatic events when dispatched 

by 9-1-1 Operators. The goal is to bring help to someone in need and hopefully make a 
difference. 
 

Seeing these dedicated public servants in action reminds me of this story I heard many years 
ago. 
 

One day a man was walking along the beach when he noticed a boy picking something up and 
gently throwing it into the ocean. Approaching the boy, he asked, “What are you doing?”  
 

The youth replied, “Throwing starfish back into the ocean. The surf is up and the tide is going 
out. If I don’t throw them back they’ll die.” 
 

“Son,” the man said , “don’t you realize there are miles and miles of beach and hundreds of 
starfish? You can’t make a difference!” 
 

After listening politely, the boy bent down, picked up another starfish, and threw it back into the 
surf. Then, smiling at the man, he said...”I made a difference for that one.” 
 

In the Bible in Luke 10:33-35 Jesus tells The Parable of the Good Samaritan. The Message 
version tells it like this: 

There was once a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. On the way he was attacked 
by robbers…A Samaritan traveling the road came on him. When he saw the man’s 
condition, his heart went out to him. He gave him first aid, disinfecting and bandaging his 
wounds. Then he lifted him onto his donkey, led him to an inn, and made him 
comfortable. In the morning he took two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper, 
saying, “Take good care of him. If it costs any more, put on my bill---I’ll pay you on my 
way back.” 

 

Then in verse 10:37 Jesus said, “Go and do the same.” 
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So as we move forward in February of 2021, I hope we can all look for ways to show some 
kindness to others. The Bible tells in 1 Corinthians 10:24, “Nobody should seek his own good, 
but the good of others.” And 1 Corinthians 13:4 says, “Love is patient, love is kind...” 
 

In the midst of politics and pandemics, I think we could all use a little more love and joy in our 
lives. I believe when you’re filled with love, almost nothing will irritate you. But when you’re filled 
with anger, almost everything will irritate you. So let's choose love. 
 

Thank you to all our First Responders and supporters who do make a difference in the lives 
around them, and allow us to serve you as Chaplains in our community. 
 

God bless you. 
 

Sincerely,  
Chaplain Al Wanke  
 

             
          Ken Turney                  Sandy Turney             Cari Arnsparger           Rob Pool                      Al Wanke 
 

             
          Al Walter                      Peter Schrater            Chad Zoller                  Valerie Pool                Sam LaPore 

 
 

We appreciate your prayers which are highly valued.  If you would like to give financially you can use the 
enclosed envelope or give online at: https://911chaplain.churchcenteronline.com/.  We are non-profit 

501(c)(3) ministry. -  The Chaplain Team 

 

If you shop on Amazon.com they will donate a portion of your purchase to County-Wide Chaplaincy if 

you designate us as your preferred non-profit.  It doesn’t cost you anything extra and you send some 

support our way.  We have posted a link to the smile.amazon.com portal on the donations page of our 

website and as long as you order through that initial page it will send us some proceeds.  Or you can 

type that link in and designate us as your preferred charity.  
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