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Perspective 

 

Several years ago we attended a musical presentation titled, “All is Calm, The Christmas Truce of 1914”. 

This extraordinary event took place in 1914, the first year of the war, and was never repeated. 

Thousands of men put down their guns and left their trenches to meet their enemies in No Man’s Land. 

They exchanged gifts of tobacco, rum and chocolates; even photographs of loved ones. They sang 

songs, played a game of soccer and buried each other’s dead. Upon orders from above, they eventually 

returned to their trenches and re-instigated a war that would last for four more years. For a short time 

these men looked at their lives differently and gained a new perspective. For a short time they saw the 

“enemy” as no different from themselves and placed a greater value in remembering that it was 

Christmas. 

 

This has certainly been a year of polarizing for many. There are so 

many opinions and so many struggles; who or what can we really 

believe? It seems to many it is just easier to keep fighting, even 

though sometimes it isn’t even clear what the fight is really about. 

 

Perspective...such a powerful thought! Can we just take a step 

back, can we just take the log out of our own eye, can we just see 

our neighbors as friends who are struggling just as we are….Can 

we just do what we are called to do? LOVE. 

 

Sometimes love looks like an action of helping or encouraging or 

listening, and sometimes it looks like accepting….accepting we may all be in different places in our 

journey, and that...is...OK. We can still LOVE. We can still be a bright spot in someone’s dreary day. We 

can still bring hope in the midst of the struggle. We can still be the hands and feet of our Lord here on 

this messy earth. 

 

As we make our way through another holiday season, perhaps we consider whether our perspective 

needs to be altered. Maybe it is simply how we look at this Christmas season, not just as a reason to 

decorate and exchange gifts, but a reason to slow and to love and to remember why we really have 

Christmas to celebrate…Because God loved this world (us!) so much, that He gave us His Son!! 

 

Like those men at war so many years ago, who took the time to value what really mattered, may we take 

the time to contemplate and value what really matters this holiday season. And may you reap a blessed 

and restful and hope filled and love filled Christmas! 

 

Jan Richards 
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"Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?"   And he said to him, "You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the great and first 

commandment.  And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.   On these two 

commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets."  ESV Matthew 22:36-40     

 
 
 
 
 

We appreciate your prayers which are highly valued.  If you would like to give financially you can use the 
enclosed envelope or give online at: https://911chaplain.churchcenteronline.com/.  We are non-profit 

501(c)(3) ministry. -  The Chaplain Team 

 

 

 

If you shop on Amazon.com they will donate a portion of your purchase to County-Wide Chaplaincy if 

you designate us as your preferred non-profit.  It doesn’t cost you anything extra and you send some 

support our way.  We have posted a link to the smile.amazon.com portal on the donations page of our 

website and as long as you order through that initial page it will send us some proceeds.  Or you can 

type that link in and designate us as your preferred charity.  

https://911chaplain.churchcenteronline.com/

