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Good morning on Sunday, 3-14-21 at 4:00am.  I awoke thinking I would try to write a monthly 
letter.  My topic would be in two synonymous words: THANKFULNESS AND APPRECIATION.  
One of the things I am thankful for is warmer weather.  Snow and icy roads always gives me 
more stress.  Running from one end of the county to the other on dark raining nights, to and 
from chaplaincy calls, has a level of stress already.  My mind worries/thinks about safety for our 
team, and the responders.  Hazardous road conditions make it harder, one more item on the list 
of many to think about when our 911 dispatchers send out the page/text request.  However, I 
can even thank God for anxiety and stress because it presses me into God with deep prayer 
until His supernatural peace overwhelms my worried heart.   
 

Don't worry about anything; instead, pray about everything.  Share with God what you 
need, and thank him for all he has done.  Then you will experience God's peace, which 
exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you 
live in Christ Jesus.          Philippians 4:6-7    

 
I am also thankful for so many who serve in the world of responders.  Our dispatchers start the 
process, followed by law enforcers, fire fighters, ambulance personnel, medical examiner 
investigators…all working together 24/7.   
 
I also want to share about two men, both in their 80’s now, who have served on our County-
Wide Chaplaincy Board of Directors, volunteering their time, life skills, and experience to provide 
leadership in this vital ministry so that the 911 chaplains can be out on the streets to help when 
it hurts.  Lew and Cliff have been there for me year after year.  I would drive to their homes and 
ask these two wise older friends for advice, then listen to their answers, learning from their years 
of accumulated knowledge and good judgment.  My list of men and women is lengthy, those 
who serve in various ways behind the scenes as dedicated, consistent, selfless, faithful and 
Godly people.   Their example of how to live means a lot to me and to others.  They do their 
best to give, help, and love as Jesus Himself loves all kinds of people in this world, all made in 
the image of God.   
 
On April 4th believers will remember the resurrection of Christ, documented 
by many, some who were put to death because they would not change their 
testimonies, history well worth studying.  I am most appreciative of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is our certain confidence of 
eternal life, for all those who trust in Him. 
 

"He is not here, but He has risen. Remember how He spoke to you 
while He was still in Galilee, saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands 
of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again."  NAU Luke 24:6-7     
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I will end this letter with the words of one of my captains: “We all only have so many beats in our 
hearts.  What do we want to do with them?”  I love, respect and appreciate that middle aged 
friend, much younger than I.  We can learn from those younger as well as those older, if we are 
willing to take the time to listen. 
 
Thanks to all of you who pray and give in so many ways.  Please never stop praying.     I believe 
in praying to the living God, the One who loves, listens, sees, and responds to those who call 
out to Him.   
 
Sincerely, 
Sam 
  
Some of our chaplaincy team:  

             
          Ken Turney                  Sandy Turney             Cari Arnsparger           Rob Pool                      Al Wanke 
 

             
          Al Walter                      Peter Schrater            Chad Zoller                  Valerie Pool                Sam LaPore 

 
 
 
 

 

We appreciate your prayers which are highly valued.  If you would like to give financially you can use the 
enclosed envelope or give online at: https://911chaplain.churchcenteronline.com/.  We are non-profit 

501(c)(3) ministry. -  The Chaplain Team 

 

If you shop on Amazon.com they will donate a portion of your purchase to County-Wide Chaplaincy if 

you designate us as your preferred non-profit.  It doesn’t cost you anything extra and you send some 

support our way.  We have posted a link to the smile.amazon.com portal on the donations page of our 

website and as long as you order through that initial page it will send us some proceeds.  Or you can 

type that link in and designate us as your preferred charity.  
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