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One of privileges I have experienced as a chaplain is being allowed to assist our Law 
Enforcement Officers who respond to every fatality call that occurs. I am so thankful for these 
men and women who serve our community. I have seen the kindness and compassion that 
these officers extend to the families whom they serve. Most of us will never experience what 
our officers deal with day after day. We are so blessed to live in Clark County where we are 
so well protected and cared for by our Law Enforcement Officers along with Fire and Medical 
Responders, those who serve us and risk their lives for us.  
 

Chaplain Al Wanke 

 
Public protection from criminals is a basic purpose of government.   

 “For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have 
no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same; for it is a 
minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear 
the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the 
one who practices evil.” (Romans 13:3-4) 

 
The Apostle Paul wrote the above statement as a citizen of the Roman Empire, even though 
emperors were often not benevolent rulers.  Paul knew that even bad governments were 
better than anarchy, chaos, destruction, violence, and criminal impunity.  If people are not 
self-controlled by their conscience or fear of God, they have no restraint except that provided 
by law enforcement agencies.  In the broad sense of the term, law enforcement includes 
police/sheriff departments, courts, jails, and prisons.   Law enforcement protects us against 
those who commit crimes: murder, assault, rape, robbery, extortion, etc.  Police confront and 
arrest law breakers, jails detain indicted individuals, courts insure justice through due 
process, and prisons confine criminals for the length of their sentences.  This entire system 
protects all of us. 
 
In our task as chaplains, we work with deputies and police officers when there is a death at a 
residence.  After going on many calls during the past eight years, I am uniformly impressed 
by the professionalism and public relation skills exhibited by officers and deputies.  I am very 
thankful for them.  
 
Chaplain Al Walter 

 
This month’s letter includes the heartfelt thanks and testimonies from three 9-1-1 chaplains 
who have served alongside police officers, deputy sheriffs, major crime detectives, medical 
examiners/investigators, paramedics, emergency medical technicians, and fire fighters.  
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I never knew the job descriptions and responsibilities that each of these first responders carry 
until I began to serve as a 9-1-1 chaplain.  I have witnessed these dedicated public servants 
first hand for nearly twenty years.  As chaplains, we see what takes place in our community 
around the clock.  This morning two of us completed our chaplain duties at about 4:00 am, 
having been initially paged out at 9 pm on the previous evening when we assisted first 
responders along with traumatized family members, all individuals within the embrace of 
God’s care and deep concern. 
 
After completing the first call around 2:30 am, Al Wanke and I responded to another page 
and proceeded toward Cougar to give a death notification regarding a family member killed in 
a motor vehicle accident.  While enroute to that notification the pager sounded again, another 
call in Vancouver requesting a chaplain.  We requested 9-1-1 Dispatch to ask for an 
additional chaplain.  Thankfully, Ken and Sandy Turney took the call.   
 
By the time we arrive on a scene, fire fighters and police/deputies are already there.  Many of 
these incidents are difficult, sad, threatening, repulsive, and yet realities occurring within 
Clark County.  For years, I have witnessed dedicated responders encounter stressful and 
dangerous situations repeatedly, doing their utmost to be polite, professional, and patient 
while dealing with crude, uncertain, and menacing circumstances.   Then there is the 
challenge and stress of confronting drug/alcohol crazed folks in the middle of the night or the 
unpredictability of mental health cases.  We thank God for the public servants who respond to 
these threatening events, ensuring our protection. 
 
Be thankful if you seldom have to face such scenes.  And be thankful for police officers, 
deputies, investigators, fire fighters, and EMT’s who render aid, resolve, and deescalate this 
never ending variety of tough situations, thus preserving community safety and making Clark 
County a great place to live.  We encourage you to support our first responders with prayer 
and thankfulness.  They are not perfect and there is always room for improvement; no one is 
perfect and we all need improvement.  We pray for those mired in bitterness, anger and 
criticism.  May we all look to God for forgiveness, grace and peace in this broken world. 
 
Chaplain Sam LaPore 
 
“The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 
you, the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.”            (Numbers 6: 24-26) 
 

 

 

 

You can give online or by mail. 
Your donations can be given by mail using the enclosed envelope, or online. To give online 
and/or set up recurring billing there is a link to give on the donations page of our website: 

www.911chaplain.org. Or you can go straight to it with the following web address: 
https://911chaplain.churchcenteronline.com/. 
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