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“FLASH POINTS” 
 
 Coming out of the Holiday Season, especially around the New Year, we often find ourselves in 
a period of assessment, examination, changes, etc.  We look to the future, but also in retrospect with 
regard to the classic  and oft asked question, “Where did the time go?” along with the ancillary, “How 
did I arrive at this point in my life?” or the more colloquial, “What the heck happened!?”  I personally 
found myself looking back with the over used, but very accurate metaphor of life as a journey.  We 
are traveling from one point to another, in time, in life, with many stops, detours, multiple on and off 
ramps either taken, or not. All bringing us to where we are this very moment, and so with that in 
mind, I thought I might share a little bit of my history and my personal take on, “How did I arrive at 
this point in my life?” 
 At 66+, I won’t begin to bore you with the biography, “I was born in rural SW Portland to good 
Christian parents, raised in the Faith…” etc.  Allow me to jump a little further down the timeline.  In 
looking back, I see a series now of what I refer to as “Flash points.”  These dramatic moments of 
import that when viewed in hindsight, offer a clear stream of connected dots.  I am convinced there 
are no coincidences, and I unashamedly see these as moments of Divine Intervention.  I can recall 
some specific “Flashes” with little difficulty: The moment I saw the young girl who would later 
become my life long partner, a decision to enlist in the Army, a call to law enforcement where I spent 
32 and a half years, the list goes on.  All these positive events I now see were directing me to this 
particular moment in my life, and set me on the pathway to First Responder Chaplaincy. 
      Following my retirement from policing in 2009, I enjoyed the good life of retirement. 
Operating a small business, relaxing and appreciating the blessings afforded me; for the first time in 
many years, I was relaxed, relieved from the stressors of public service. 
 Things took an abrupt change on July 5, 2011 at about 2:30 in the afternoon.  I was riding my 
motorcycle on Hwy 503 when an inattentive driver made the classic 
left hand turn directly across my path. She never saw me until the 
impact.  Striking the car broadside, I was thrown across the trunk, 
shattering my left hip and rolling to a stop in the middle of the road.  
My first reaction, now indelible in my mind, I spoke the words out 
loud, “I’m alive!” 
 The fantastic surgeon was able to restore my broken bones. 
After several months of therapy and rehab, I recovered with nine 
screws in my hip, and no serious long term disabilities. I consider 
myself a walking miracle. 
 An incident like this cannot help but make one pause and take stock. Obviously I had plenty of 
time to think things over and ponder the meaning of being “spared.” I began to sense strongly that 
somewhere there was more to retirement than simply entertaining myself, and I began a journey of 
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searching.  Along with my beloved wife, and the assistance of three fine men in my church, we 
covenanted to seek direction, an area of service, a life worthwhile.   
 There is of course no shortage of deserving organizations, programs and institutions that 
dearly need the involvement of volunteer workers. Sorting through them can be daunting and 
sometimes confusing. I wanted to find the proper fit, the best use of my particular background and 
abilities. It came, like a bolt of lightning. 

My Pastor had printed off a few pages of information regarding volunteer opportunities and I 
was glancing over them as we spoke. In a list of these potential services, the title “CHAPLAIN” lept off 
the page as if it were in an 18 point, bold face italicized font. One more “Flash Point” I immediately 
took to heart and recognized it as something I should take seriously.  
      As I explored the many facets of Chaplaincy, I quickly saw it covered a wide range of services, 
all related to helping those in crisis in one form or another. With my background in law enforcement 
and emergency response, I was drawn to first responding and made contact with the Sam LaPore of 
County-Wide Chaplaincy.  Following a 3 hour conversation, I realized I had found my home, that here 
in Clark County I had heard my calling.  The dye was cast, my course was set, and I have never 
regretted this decision. 
 First Response Chaplaincy can be harsh, of course.  We are often called to assist hurting 
families and individuals experiencing the immediate impact of loss, pain and grief. It’s not for 
everyone, but then what is?  I have been, and continue to be blessed by the men and women who 
have also been called into this critical line of work.  I am impressed by the caring love they display.   
  Your care of County-Wide Chaplaincy, emotional, spiritual and financial is not offered in vain. 
We feel it, we know it, and we thank you… 
 
Chaplain Ken Turney 
 

 

 

 

You can give online or by mail. 
Your donations can be given by mail using the enclosed envelope, or online. To give online and/or set 

up recurring billing there is a link to give on the donations page of our website: www.911chaplain.org. 
Or you can go straight to it with the following web address: 

https://911chaplain.churchcenteronline.com/. 

 

 

If you shop on Amazon.com, they will donate a portion of your purchase to County-Wide Chaplaincy if 

you designate us as your preferred non-profit.  It doesn’t cost you anything extra and you send some 

support our way.  We have a posted a link to the smile.amazon.com portal on the donations page of 

our website and as long as you order through that initial page it will send us some proceeds.  Or you 

can type that link in and designate us as your preferred charity.  Thank you, and thank you 

Amazon.com!!   
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