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Hi, I would like to introduce myself, my name is Al Wanke, one of the new 
chaplains in training with County-Wide Chaplaincy.  I have completed 15 
months of the two year training program which is required to become a 
Chaplain with CWC.   
 
So far, training has included a week long, 12 hours per day, course at the 
Police and Fire Chaplains Training Academy which I attended last year at 
the Washington State Criminal Justice Training Commission in Burien, 
Washington.  Most of the instructors are Police and Fire Department Chaplains who teach 
from their experience as trauma chaplains.   
 
I am currently enrolled in chaplaincy training at the Responder Resource Center in 
Vancouver, a curriculum that equips chaplains to minister to people during times of crises.  
This Community Chaplaincy Course consists of 22 subjects, about 54 hours of classroom 
training.     
 
Chaplaincy training is centered on the ministry of presence with people who have 
experienced a traumatic event.  Our task is to be calm and helpful, bringing comfort and 
compassion to hurting people.  We are there to serve and offer practical, emotional, and 
relational support.  We work with the resources that come through spiritual practices, allowing 
the power of God to reach out through us to others.  Upon request, we can give spiritual 
advice and support.  Even when not requested, we can pray silently and demonstrate the 
Presence of God through our presence on the scene. 
 
The ministry of presence starts by being available and willing to show up; being there fully, 
listening and caring.   What matters most on a call is God’s presence: with us, in us, and 
through us.  I believe that chaplaincy is a calling from God, and I believe God called me after 
I prayed one evening with my small prayer group, asking God what He wanted me to do with 
my retirement years.  Days after praying, I was talking with Chaplain Sam LaPore at a men’s 
breakfast at my church.  Sam invited me to come to a training meeting and to shadow him on 
some calls.  After going on a few calls, I could see how God would want to send someone to 
be with people that were going through, maybe the worst day of their lives.  I felt that God 
could use me on these calls, so I just kept showing up.   

 
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God 
of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with 
the comfort we ourselves have received from God.”    
(2 Corinthians 1:3-4, NIV) 
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Since I started volunteering with County-Wide Chaplaincy, I have logged over 2300 on-call 
hours and served on over 60 calls involving death.  These calls range from suicides, motor 
vehicle accidents, drug overdoses, and natural death to serving death notifications.  I 
continue to grow in my dependency on God to show up on these calls, and to use me to bring 
His love and compassion to hurting people.  
 
At times these calls can be very challenging, and even heart breaking.  I experienced a call 
where a person was so broken hearted after receiving a notification about the death of a 
loved one, that the person made several desperate attempts to commit suicide while we were 
still present.  We were able to restrain this person until several deputies arrived and 
additional help was summoned.  We were so thankful that this notification was not done with 
a phone call.  We never know what the next call will be, but we continue to pray and train to 
do the very best we can, and simply be there.   
 
I am thankful to be part of County-Wide Chaplaincy, and for all our First Responders who 

face difficult situations on a daily basis.  And, thank you for supporting this chaplaincy 

ministry. 

 

- Al Wanke 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can give online or by mail. 
Your donations can be given by mail using the enclosed envelope, our address at the top of this 
newsletter, or online. To give online and/or set up recurring billing there is a link to give on the 

donations page of our website: www.911chaplain.org. Or you can go straight to it with the following 
web address: https://911chaplain.churchcenteronline.com/. 

 

 

 

 

If you shop on Amazon.com, they will donate a portion of your purchase to County-Wide Chaplaincy if 

you designate us as your preferred non-profit.  It doesn’t cost you anything extra and you send some 

support our way.  We have a posted a link to the smile.amazon.com portal on the donations page of 

our website and as long as you order through that initial page it will send us some proceeds.  Or you 

can type that link in and designate us as your preferred charity.  Thank you, and thank you 

Amazon.com!!   
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