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My youngest daughter, Grace, recently celebrated her seventeenth birthday. So, I’ve 
been reflecting lately on fatherhood and have been thinking about some memories of 
her childhood. I’ve also been considering the growth she has experienced from cartoons 
and stuffed animals when she was smaller to more current smart phones and driving 
cars. What a journey it’s been watching her grow! 
 
All my kids loved movies when they were little; everything from Veggie Tales to most 
any Disney show. One of their favorite movies (as well as one of mine) was the Pixar 
show Finding Nemo.  It’s the story of two clown fish, a father (Marlin) and a son (Nemo), 
who became separated in the ocean. The movie is pretty much about the father’s 
persistence and determination to find Nemo no matter what. Along his journey he 
encounters many obstacles, sharks, fishermen, seagulls and more. Yet he simply will not 
give up until he ultimately finds his son and restores their fellowship which, of course, 
he ultimately does at the happy end.  
 
The reason I like this movie so much is that it reminds me of God’s abundant and 
unconditional love He has for us as His children. 1 John 3:1 says “See what manner of 
love God has bestowed on us that we should be called children of God.”  As I reflect over 
my own personal walk with the Lord, I have seen firsthand His persistence and 
determination to bring me restoration and forgiveness whenever I’ve gone astray. Of 
course, we know that He has reconciled us to Himself by sending Jesus to the earth to 
live, minister, and ultimately die on the cross for our sins. The Bible says in 1 John 4:9  In 
this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the 
world, so that we might live through him. 
 
As I think of our ministry at County-Wide and our role as Chaplains, I can’t help but think 
of the love God has for His children and that He desires for us to know and walk with 
Him, as well as be ministers of His love to the world.  Sure, we may not be preaching the 
gospel while on scene during a traumatic event, but we can be available, we can also 
serve. We can pray, be supportive and offer advice and guidance when appropriate. We 
can also simply listen and be present, allowing the presence of Christ to be the calm and 
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stable loving force in the room. It is in these things I pray that the love of God is displayed 
to those in need.  
 
Just as Marlin through love chased his son Nemo and just as God pours out his abundant 
and unconditional love on His children, as Chaplains and Support we can also allow the 
love of God to flow through us to those He places in our path.  
 
Even though Grace has grown from a child to a young adult, she will always be my kid, 
and I will always love her no matter what. My prayer is that God will give me, and you, 
the revelation of His abundant, unconditional and everlasting love. 
 
In Him, 
Rob Pool 
 
 

 

 

You can give online or by mail. 
Your donations can be given by mail using the enclosed envelope, or online. To give 

online and/or set up recurring billing there is a link to give on the donations page of our 
website: www.911chaplain.org. Or you can go straight to it with the following web 

address: https://911chaplain.churchcenteronline.com/. 

 

 

 

 

If you shop on Amazon.com, they will donate a portion of your purchase to County-

Wide Chaplaincy if you designate us as your preferred non-profit.  It doesn’t cost you 

anything extra and you send some support our way.  We have a posted a link to the 

smile.amazon.com portal on the donations page of our website and as long as you 

order through that initial page it will send us some proceeds.  Or you can type that link 

in and designate us as your preferred charity.  Thank you, and thank you 

Amazon.com!!   
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